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Class Locations

School Strings Classes
The DGSP offers school strings classes where students learn to  
play an instrument in a group setting with qualified teachers.  
Classes are held in ten locations throughout the school year. 

Instruments: Students may choose to learn the violin, viola, cello,  
or bass; instrument rentals are encouraged through SHAR Music.

Ages: Students must be in fourth grade or above to participate and  
may continue until they graduate from high school.

Levels: Beginner, intermediate, middle school orchestra, and high  
school orchestra levels are offered.

Cost: Classes are free of charge beyond instrument rentals if applicable.

Performances: School classes culminate with a year-end concert.



Private Lessons: Traditional & Suzuki  

The Suzuki Method is an iconic movement of strings education that 
features private and group lessons. This method specializes in teaching 
very young students by the “mother tongue” method, with a strong 
emphasis on parental involvement, and learning music by ear. 

Instruments: Students may choose to learn the violin, viola, cello,  
or bass; instrument rentals are encouraged through SHAR Music. 

Ages: Students can start as young as four years old.

Cost: $15 (30 minutes).

Performances: Individual lessons culminate in three  
performances each year, including fall and spring recitals.

REGISTER & LEARN MORE  
about the Dorothy Gerber Strings Program  
by visiting dorothygerberstrings.org

Individual lessons are one of the most efficient ways to develop 
strings skills by customizing one-on-one lessons to a student’s 
strengths and areas for growth. 

Instruments: Students may choose to learn the violin, viola, cello,  
or bass; instrument rentals are encouraged through SHAR Music. 

Cost: $25 (30 minutes), $35 (45 minutes), $50 (60 minutes).

Performances: Private lesson students perform in solo recitals  
twice each year and also participate in a year-end concert  
with the entire DGSP.

Scholarship assistance is available for families in need. Contact  
Dr. Reimer at dreimer@greatlakescfa.org for more information and to apply 
for scholarship assistance.



Dorothy Gerber Youth Orchestra
The Dorothy Gerber Youth Orchestra is a strings ensemble of 
advanced students conducted by Dr. Reimer who perform on 
a regular basis. Students also have the opportunity to work 
with The Cummings Quartet in a variety of capacities. 

Levels: For advanced students who have graduated from the 
intermediate level. Students from around the area are invited to apply  
for acceptance in the DGYO.

Performances: The DGYO performs at a variety of events and locations 
throughout the year. In 2020, the DGYO was featured at the Castle Farms 
“Symphony in the Stars” event.

The Cummings Quartet is the  
professional ensemble representing the Dorothy 

Gerber Strings Program, mentoring students 
and performing throughout the region.



Our Teachers

Kevin Richardson  
Full Time Instructor

Western Michigan University  
B.M.E. in Music Education

Former Music Director of  
Crooked Tree Arts Center

Dr. Trisha Berquist 
Assistant Director

University of Alabama  
D.M.A. in Viola Performance 

Certified by the Suzuki  
Association of the Americas

Iuliia Fetysenko  
Full Time Instructor

Cleveland Institute of Music  
M.M. in Violin Performance  

& Suzuki Pedagogy

Certified by the Suzuki  
Association of the Americas

Dr. Byron Farrar  
Private Lesson Instructor

University of Alabama  
D.M.A. in Cello Performance

Elizabeth Bert  
Private Lesson Instructor

Toledo University 
B.M.E. in Instrumental  

Music Education

Beth Deininger 
Classroom Instructor

University of Colorado 
M.M. in Violin Performance 
and M.M. in Music Theory

Dr. David Reimer 
Program Director 

Ohio State University  
D.M.A. in Violin Performance 

Calvin College Assistant Professor  
in Violin for 12 years 

For full faculty, visit dorothygerberstrings.org



Work Ethic
Learning an instrument teaches the cause/effect  
relationship of work to results; musicians learn the value  
of delayed gratification.

Social Development
An orchestra playing in synchronization is the 
ultimate expression of a team sport; musicians 
must listen to each other, follow the conductor, 
and also be able to be independent and lead.

History & Art
Musicians learn skills and music that spans centuries, giving 
students a greater appreciation of both history and art.

Intellectual Development
Playing an instrument improves cognitive function, 
leading to better test scores and GPAs; it also connects 
the two hemispheres of the brain in unique ways.

Families are encouraged to rent an instrument rather than 
buy, especially if the student is not yet ready for a full-sized 
instrument. Rental companies have a very reasonable rate 
and provide many services, including repairs, size increases 
(for when your student grows!), and accessories. The 
preferred rental company for the DGSP is SHAR Music.

Why Study Music?

Instrument Rentals

SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
contact Dr. Reimer at 616.828.8321 or dreimer@greatlakescfa.org

Music education is an amazing tool for helping children develop, 
engaging them creatively, challenging them intellectually, and 

building strong relationships with other students and teachers. We 
believe you can bring out a child’s potential through music.


